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Shanghai, CHINA 

Chinese Unmanned 
Spacecraft Landed on 
Moon 

Our human being strives to exploit the 

outer space to find intriguing and the-

oretically suitable place for us emigra-

tion some day. China landed an un-

manned spacecraft on the moon in the 

first such “soft-landing” since 1976, 

joining the USA and the former Sovi-

et Union. The Chang’e 3, a probe 

named after a lunar goddess in tradi-

tional Chinese mythology, is carrying 

the solar-powered Yutu (aka Jade 

Rabbit buggy) which will dig and 

conduct geological surveys. China has 

been increasingly ambitious in devel-

oping its space programs, for military, 

commercial and scientific purposes. It 

has moved in lock step with its emer-

gence as a major global economic and 

political power. In its most recent 

manned space mission in June, 2013, 

three astronauts spent 15 days in orbit 

and docked with an experimental 

space laboratory (‘Space Education’ 

on http://www.bonoi.org/node/28), 

part of Beijing’s quest to build a 

working space station by 2020. A soft 

landing does not damage the craft and 

the equipment it carries. In 2007, Chi-

na put another lunar probe in orbit 

around the moon, which then execut-

ed a controlled crash on to its surface. 

The Bay of Rainbows was selected 

because it has yet to be studied, has 

ample sunlight and is convenient for 

remote communications with Earth, 

Xinhua said. For more than a decade, 

China has been modernizing its econ-

omy and developing in areas long 

dominated by the West particularly 

the USA. The moon landing will be 

seen as a demonstration of China’s 

ability to engage in sophisticated 

space operations with dual use poten-

tial. The landing will also be a point 

of national pride in the country, which 

is undergoing difficult economic tran-

sitions.■ 

Canberra, AUSTRALIA 

Antarctica May Con-
tain Diamonds 

What will happen for the world if di-

amonds really exist in Antarctica? 

May be it would be a “Diamond Rush” 

there. In general, diamonds form un-

der the immense heat and pressure 

found nearly 100 miles below Earth’s 

surface, in the planet’s mantle layer, 

which is sandwiched between the out-

er crust and the core. Powerful vol-

canic eruptions bring these precious 

stones to Earth’s surface, where they 

are embedded in blue-tinged rocks 

known as kimberlites. Now, scientists 

have discovered these rocks on the 

southernmost continent. Researchers 

analyzed geological samples from 

boulders on the southeastern slopes of 

Mount Meredith, part of the vast 

Prince Charles mountain range in East 

Antarctica. The scientists found three 

kimberlite samples that were about 

120 million years old; they formed 

around the time when the area that is 

now India was drifting away from the 

combined landmass of Australia and 

Antarctica. Only about 1 to 2 percent 

of kimberlites contain valuable grades 

of diamond. Establishing the viability 

of any clump of kimberlite as a poten-

tial diamond mine requires processing 

several tons of kimberlite to establish 

its grade. Incidentally, although dia-

monds are often thought of as nature's 

hardest material, it turns out two other 

rare natural substances are harder - 

wurtzite boron nitride, which is 

formed during intense volcanic erup-

tions, and lonsdaleite, which is some-

times created when meteorites hit 

Earth.■ 

Geneva, SWITZERLAND 

United Nations Calls 
for End to Excessive 
Electronic Spying 

Have you ever thought that someone 

is spying you? It is so common now 

for people be spied by each other. 

That is the same thing for nations. The 

United Nations (UN) General Assem-

bly called for an end to excessive 

electronic surveillance and expressed 

concern at the harm such scrutiny, 

including spying in foreign states and 

the mass collection of personal data, 

http://www.bonoi.org/node/28
http://www.bonoi.org
http://www.bonoi.org
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may have on human rights. The Unit-

ed States, Britain, Australia, Canada 

and New Zealand - known as the Five 

Eyes surveillance alliance - supported 

the resolution after language that had 

initially suggested foreign spying 

could be a human rights violation was 

weakened to appease them. The reso-

lution does not name specific coun-

tries but comes after former U.S. Na-

tional Security Agency contractor 

Edward Snowden released details this 

year of a global spying program by 

the NSA, sparking international out-

rage. General Assembly resolutions 

are non-binding, unlike resolutions of 

the 15-nation Security Council. But 

assembly resolutions that enjoy broad 

international support can carry signif-

icant moral and political weight. It 

also asks UN human rights chief Navi 

Pillay to present a report to the UN 

Human Rights Council and the UN 

General Assembly on the protection 

and promotion of the right to privacy 

in domestic and extraterritorial sur-

veillance and the interception of digi-

tal communications and collection of 

personal data, including on a mass 

scale.■ 

San Francisco, USA 

Is Halley’s Comet Re-
ally Associated with 
the Famine 1 500 
Years Ago 

Is it true for the view of comets as 

harbingers of doom? A newly pub-

lished study headed by Dr. Dallas 

Abbott from Columbia University’s 

Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory 

found that a piece of the famous Hal-

ley’s Comet likely slammed into 

Earth in AD 536, blasting so much 

dust into the atmosphere that the plan-

et cooled considerably. This dramatic 

climate shift is linked to drought and 

famine around the world, which may 

have made humanity more susceptible 

to “Justinian’s plague” in AD 541-542, 

the first recorded emergence of the 

Black Death in Europe. The new re-

sults come from an analysis of Green-

land ice that was laid down between 

AD 533 and 540. The ice cores record 

large amounts of atmospheric dust 

during this seven-year period, not all 

of it originating on Earth. Certain 

characteristics, such as high levels of 

tin, identify a comet as the origin of 

the alien dust. And the stuff was de-

posited during the Northern Hemi-

sphere spring, suggesting that it came 

from the Eta Aquarid meteor showe. 

Ice core data record evidence of a vol-

canic eruption in 536, but it almost 

certainly wasn't big enough to change 

the climate so dramatically. Halley 

zooms by Earth once every 76 years 

or so. It appeared in Earth’s skies in 

A.D. 530 and was astonishingly bright 

at the time. It is unclear where exactly 

the putative comet chunk hit Earth or 

how big it was, she added. However, a 

2004 study estimated that a comet 

fragment just 2 000 feet wide could 

have caused the 536-537 cooling 

event if it exploded in the atmosphere 

and its constituent dust were spread 

evenly around the globe.■ 

Washington DC, USA 

Cancer Immunothera-
py: Breakthrough of 
the Year 

We are surrounded by thousands of 

thousands new findings released every 

minute on the therapeutic effective-

ness and underlying mechanisms of 

cancer, but we still don’t know how to 

conquer the thorny problem haunting 

over so many patients like ghosts 

around the world. A type of cancer 

treatment that directs the body’s own 

immune system to fight cancer cells 

has been named as the “breakthrough 

of the year” the journal Science even 

though that research is still in its early 

stages. Cancer immunotherapy is 

causing a paradigm shift in the way 

cancer researchers think about treating 

people with the disease, the editors of 

Science said. Instead of targeting the 

tumor itself, cancer immunotherapy 

harnesses the immune system to fight 

cancer. This year, trials testing differ-

ent types of cancer immunotherapy 

showed promising results, the editors 

said, hinting at a large potential for 

the treatment to help patients. One 

type of cancer immunotherapy, called 

T-cell therapy, takes a person’s T-

cells, a type of white blood cell, and 

uses genetic engineering to modify 

the cells' genetic code so it recognizes 

and targets cancer cells. In March of 

this year, researchers reported in the 

journal Science Translational Medi-

cine that in a small study of five 

adults with acute leukemia, a disease 

often lethal in adults, three patients’ 

cancer went into remission after they 

underwent T-cell therapy. Another 

type of cancer immunotherapy works 

by “unblocking” T-cells so they are 

able to carry out a full attack. This is 

done through the use of antibodies, 

one of which is called anti-CTLA-4  

(brand name Ipilimumab), and anoth-

er called anti-PD-1.■ 

Tokyo, JAPAN 

Japan Researcher 
Built Device to 
Transmit “Force” 
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Have you heard the “force” can be 

transmitted by air? A Japanese re-

searcher unveiled an invention that 

instantly and wirelessly transmits 

force between two devices, in a de-

velopment that could allow physical 

therapists to treat patients remotely. 

Kouhei Ohnishi, a system design en-

gineering professor at Keio University 

said his “force transceiver” permits 

two-way communication of the 

amount of pressure being applied and 

the resistance it is encountering in real 

time. If applied to a robot, for exam-

ple, it would mean a skilled operator 

could use the device to remotely carry 

out complex work in areas where it 

was not safe for people to be -- for 

example because of high temperatures 

or radiation. The technology should 

help reduce the burden on medical 

care providers while increasing con-

venience for patients. The system uses 

high-speed wireless communication 

many times faster than the presently-

available wifi used for domestic In-

ternet connections, along with high-

speed computing capacity. To demon-

strate the technology, Ohnishi's team 

built two box-like tools with levers on 

top. When a user moved the lever on 

one of the units, the 

lever on the other 

moved at exactly the 

same speed and force 

instantaneously, as if 

they were physically 

connected. Ohnishi said 

the device could in the 

future be used to pre-

serve the techniques of 

skilled craftsmen, such 

as master lens grinders, 

who apply differing 

levels of pressure as 

they work their materi-

als.■ 

Paris, FRANCE 

Europe Launches Bil-

lion-Dollar Milky Way 

Telescope 

 

 

 

 

 

How far can you see with your eyes? The European Space Agency on 
Thursday launched an advanced telescope designed to detect a billion 
stars and provide the most detailed map yet of the Milky Way and our 
place in it. The Gaia telescope was successfully hoisted by a Soyuz-
STB-Fregat rocket from ESA's space base in Kourou, French Guiana, 
the agency reported in a webcast. The star-hunter separated from the 
last of the rocket's four stages 42 minutes after launch, and mission 
controllers said everything was fine. The $1.02-billion device, the most 
sophisticated space telescope ever built by Europe, aims at building an 
“astronomical census” of a billion stars, or around one percent of all the 
stars in the Milky Way. By repeating the observations as many as 70 
times throughout its mission, Gaia can help astronomers calculate the 
distance, speed, direction and motion of these stars and build a 3-D 
map of our section of the galaxy. The stellar haul will be 50 times 
greater than the bounty provided by Hipparcos, a telescope of the early 
1990s whose work provided a gold-standard reference guide still wide-
ly used by professional astronomers today. A Soviet-era workhorse of 
space with an excellent record of reliability, Soyuz is deployed at 
Kourou under a deal to widen Arianespace's options for the world's 
satellite launch market. Gaia will also help in the search for planets be-
yond our Solar System -- as many as 50,000 so-called extrasolar plan-
ets could be spotted during the satellite's five-year life, astronomers 
hope. Gaia will also observe the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupi-
ter to help the search for any rocks that may one day threaten Earth, 
and keep a watch for distant exploding stars, called supernovae, which 
are rarely observed in real time. ESA members have set up a network 
of 30 centers, manned by 450 people, to crunch the raw data, including 
a supercomputer at CNES's base in Toulouse, southwestern France, 
capable of carrying out six thousand billion operations a second. Even 
so, it will take years to transform the million billion bytes of input into 
useable maps and catalogues.■ 
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PUBLIC HEALTH 

It Is Time to Stop Us-
ing Supplements Eve-
ryday 

It is so popular for people pop a multi-

vitamin tablet each day, believing they 

are boosting their health. Several years 

ago, a large body of studies provided 

“scientific” evidence showing that dai-

ly dietary supplements benefit their 

health in certain situations like preg-

nant women who take 400 micrograms 

of folic acid daily to prevent spina bi-

fida and other birth defects and iron 

supplementation to protect against 

anemia, and vegetarians and vegans 

who avoid meat, eggs, and dairy 

should eat foods fortified with B12 or 

take supplements. However, almost 

two third populations believe that rou-

tine consumption of supplements is 

good for health no matter how healthy 

you are. Is it true? Newly emerging 

evidence said no to this consideration. 

First, supplements may not prevent 

cancer, but even cause harm. Re-

searchers at the Kaiser Permanente 

Center for Health Research in Portland, 

Oregon examined 26 studies of dietary 

supplements, including single, paired, 

or multivitamin combinations of nutri-

ents. They did not find consistent link 

between supplement use and decreased 

risk of cancer, heart disease, or all-

cause mortality. For some, beta-

carotene supplements may boost the 

risk of lung cancer and death among 

high-risk populations, such as smokers. 

Second, multivitamins don’t prevent 

cognitive decline in men. In a study 

including nearly 6 000 participants 

over the age of 64 used a daily multi-

vitamin or placebo regimen. Over 

twelve years, the changes in partici-

pants’ cognitive function were as-

sessed and found no significant differ-

ences between multivitamin and place-

bo users. Third, high-dose multivita-

mins won’t stop heart problems. In 

another study, researchers assigned 

over 1 700 men and women to a high-

dose multivitamin or placebo regimen. 

All of the participants had experienced 

a heart attack at least six weeks before 

the start of the study. After an average 

follow-up of 4.6 years, the researchers 

found no difference in the rate of re-

current cardiovascular events among 

participants who took supplements 

compared to those who did not. Multi-

vitamins did not appear to be harmful; 

however, the supplements also did not 

seem to offer any protection against 

ongoing heart problems. Therefore, 

what is the real effect of daily supple-

ments to our health? “(It is time to) 

stop wasting money on vitamin and 

mineral supplements”, as suggested by 

physicians. The fact is that we have a 

lot of accumulated evidence that vita-

min supplements aren’t helping. They 

aren’t working in the general popula-

tion to prevent chronic disease. Yes, 

the real important thing is that eating a 

variety of healthy foods is all it takes 

to meet their nutritional needs.■ 
Ann Intern Med 2013; 159(12):797 

Ann Intern Med 2013; 159(12):806 

Ann Intern Med 2013; 159(12):824 

Ann Intern Med 2013; 159(12):850 

BIOPHYSICS 

Viscosity and Drag 
Force are Involved in 

Organelle Transport 

How our bio-organelles function? It is 

not that easy to anatomize the precise 

role of these guys and tell the accurate 

story for them. A new study led by Dr. 

Kumiko Hayashi, from Tohoku Uni-

versity, Japan, focuses on the motion 

of motor proteins in living cells, apply-

ing a physicist’s tool called non-

equilibrium statistical mechanics. It is 

becoming even more intriguing when 

observed in vivo in biological cells. 

Using an ingenious setup, the research 

group has now calculated the force of 

molecular motors acting on inner com-

ponents of biological cells, known as 

organelles. In this study, the focus is 

on mitochondria travelling along mi-

crotubules in a cell. The authors have 

investigated, for the first time, the so-

called Einstein relation for the motion 

of mitochondria transported by motor 

proteins, kinesin and dynein, in living 

cells. The researchers observed the 

motion of a mitochondrion transported 

by motor proteins using fluorescence 

microscopy. They applied a single-

particle tracking algorithm to the im-

ages of fluorescently tagged mitochon-

dria. They then compared this motion 

with the random motion of a bead arti-

ficially incorporated into a cell, ob-
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served by using fluorescence correla-

tion spectroscopy. By comparing both 

evaluations of the diffusion coefficient, 

from both mitochondria and bead esti-

mates, they found that the value of the 

medium’s viscosity obtained using the 

beads was slightly lower than that ob-

tained using the organelle motion. This 

discrepancy is linked to the fact that 

physical laws such as the Einstein rela-

tion are not sufficient to fully describe 

the organelles’ motion, which is sub-

jected to many simultaneous complex 

biological processes, such as the chem-

ical reaction of motor proteins and the 

interaction with the cell’s vesicles.■ 
Eur Physic J E 2013; 36: 136 

MEDICINE 

Vitamin D and Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmo-
nary Disease 
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 

(COPD) is a leading cause in both de-

veloping and developed countries re-

ducing people’s well-being of life. A 

new study headed by Dr Wim Janssens 

from Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, 

Belgium, reviewed the current under-

standing of vitamin D and COPD. In 

their summary, they mentioned that 

abundant laboratory findings showed 

the important role vitamin D has in the 

innate and adaptive immune system. In 

human beings, observational studies 

have associated vitamin D deficiency 

with an increased risk for different in-

flammatory, infectious, and autoim-

mune diseases. With regard to COPD, 

conflicting data have been reported. 

Most epidemiological studies have 

been restricted by their design and 

larger longitudinal studies of popula-

tion-based samples and of cohorts with 

COPD are warranted. An alternative 

explanation for the discordant results 

in COPD might be related to the com-

plexity of the intracellular vitamin D 

signalling pathway, which is not 

shown in systemic levels of the precur-

sor 25-hydroxyvitamin D. For COPD 

in particular, we speculate that local 

downregulation of vitamin D signal-

ling from and beyond the receptor 

might clarify why pro-inflammatory 

processes in the airways are not or are 

insufficiently countered by vitamin D-

dependent control mechanisms. In a 

disease already characterised by gluco-

corticoid resistance, the potential acti-

vation and reactivation of an intrinsic 

comprehensive system of immune con-

trol should attract more attention to 

design appropriate interventions with 

promising therapeutic potential.■ 
Lancet Resp Med 2013; 1(10): 804 

NEUROSCIENCE 

Neural Prosthesis for 
Brain Function Resto-
ration after Brain 
Damage 

Function defects are the common fea-

ture after brain damage. How to restore 

the function plays an important role in 

keeping normal well-being of physio-

logical life. In a new study led by Dr. 

Randolph J. Nudo from Kansas Uni-

versity Medical Center, USA investi-

gated a novel tool named “neural pros-

thesis” in helping patients restoring 

their brain function after damage. As 

abstracted by the researchers that neu-

ral interface systems are becoming in-

creasingly more feasible for brain re-

pair strategies. They tested the hypoth-

esis that recovery after brain injury 

could be facilitated by a neural pros-

thesis serving as a communication link 

between distant locations in the cere-

bral cortex. The primary motor area in 

the cerebral cortex was injured in a rat 

model of focal brain injury, disrupting 

communication between motor and 

somatosensory areas and resulting in 

impaired reaching and grasping abili-

ties. After implantation of microelec-

trodes in cerebral cortex, a neural pros-

thesis discriminated action potentials 

(spikes) in premotor cortex that trig-

gered electrical stimulation in soma-

tosensory cortex continuously over 

subsequent weeks. Within 1 wk, while 

receiving spike-triggered stimulation, 

rats showed substantially improved 

reaching and grasping functions that 

were indistinguishable from prelesion 

levels by 2 wk. Post hoc analysis of the 

spikes evoked by the stimulation pro-

vides compelling evidence that the 

neural prosthesis enhanced functional 

connectivity between the two target 

areas. This proof-of-concept study 

demonstrates that neural interface sys-

tems can be used effectively to bridge 

damaged neural pathways functionally 

and promote recovery after brain inju-

ry.■ 
PNAS 2013; 110(52):21177 
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Judith 

By Giorgione (Giorgio da Castelfranco)

 

Judith, by Giorgione (Giorgio da Castelfranco, 1477-1510). Oil on canvas (transferred from panel); 144 x 68 
cm.This work is regarded as the best of the Hermitage's works from the Venetian School. The artist has taken 
as his subject the Biblical legend of Judith. When the Assyrian army laid siege to her native town of Bethulia, 
Judith set out to save both the city and its people. She penetrated the camp of Holofernes, commander of the 
enemy army, fascinated him with her beauty and intelligence, and when left alone with him after a banquet, 
beheaded the sleepy general with his own sword. Rather than depicting the final dramatic scene of the legend, 
Giorgione represents Judith in a state of tranquil meditation. The serenity of both the heroine and the land-
scape behind her do not seem to be in keeping with the dramatic events set out in the Bible, and only her tradi-
tional attributes confirm Judith as the subject of the painting. 
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A Multimodal Discourse Analysis of Two Logos 

about Lanzhou China [PC] 

Junbang He,*, Δ Shunliang Shi *

 

BACKGROUND Logos are typical multimodal discourses 
combining languages, pictures, colors and so on with spa-
tial distribution and often used in propagandizing a city. 
Lanzhou, the provincial capital city of Gansu Province in 
north-west China, released two logos about the image and 
the tourism successively to propagandize the city. 
OBJECTIVE The purpose of the study was to analyze the 
logos from the perspective of linguistics and to identify 
how images and words in the logos work together to fulfill 
the aim of propagandizing the city, what the respective 
advantages and disadvantages of the two logos are, and 
how to achieve a better propaganda aim of the city logos. 
METHOD Based on the Kress and Van Leeuwen’s visual 
grammar, this paper attempts to adopt a multimodal anal-
ysis and descriptive-analytical method to two logos about 
Lanzhou China and make a comparison between them, 
analyzing the representational meaning, the interactive 
meaning and the compositional meaning of the two logos. 
CONCLUSION We found that images and words can work 
together to create a synergic effect of propagandizing the 
city, and multimodality is an effective way to present such 
information about the characteristics of a city in meaning-
making process of logos. Through the interaction of these 
different semiotic elements, the logos express much more 
abundant information than separate ones.■ 
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CCORDING to the World 

Tourism Organization, China 

will become one of the largest 

tourist destinations all over the world 

in the next decade. Therefore, it is 

crucial in tourism to deliver or present 

the information about tourism re-

sources and unique cultures in China 

to domestic and foreign tourists and 

investors. Tourism is also one of the 

most important industries and has 

been increasingly developing in Lan-

zhou China, which attracts not only 

domestic tourists but a great number 

of foreign friends. Along with the de-

A 
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velopment and the increasingly im-

portant status of tourism in the overall 

development, propagandizing the city 

in an effective way is becoming more 

and more important. Therefore, the 

local government released one vivid 

logo about the tourism of Lanzhou 

and another one about the general im-

age of Lanzhou successively. The 

logo of a city is one of the most effec-

tive and common forms with very 

vivid and rich information which 

combines languages, number, pictures 

and so on with spatial distribution and 

is “the meaningful text realized by 

symbols by any more than one semi-

otic code”(1), that is , multimodal dis-

course. 

Two books mark the birth of Mul-

timodal Discourse Analysis (MDA): 

the Language of Displayed Art (7) and 

Reading Images (4). Kress and Van 

Leeuwen propose a comprehensive 

and systematic theoretical framework 

of visual grammar, providing theoret-

ical foundation and methodology to 

understand and analyze multimodal 

discourses. Since Li (1) introduced 

Kress and Van Leeuwen’s visual 

grammar to China, many articles have 

appeared in periodicals and magazines 

around China. Hu (3) and Zhu (1) 

have made comprehensive explana-

tion to the theoretical foundation of 

MDA and its research methods as 

well as its application in social prac-

tices. In addition, a number of schol-

ars apply MDA to diverse fields such 

as textbooks (2), advertisement (9), 

academic speech presentation (11), 

film or film poster (12), picture (10), 

news (13) and many other aspects of 

MDA. But there are only a few logo 

researches which adopt the perspec-

tive of visual grammar of multimodal 

discourse analysis, and most of the 

researches mainly involve logo of 

web page (7) or enterprise logo (13). 

This paper attempts to adopt Kress 

and van Leeuwen’s methodology to 

briefly analyze two logos from Lan-

zhou, China and discuss how different 

modes work together to create a com-

prehensive meaning to fulfill the 

propaganda aim. 

METHODS AND MATERIALS 

Multimodal Discourse Analysis 

The aim of MDA is to take represen-

tational, interactive and compositional 

meanings labeled in the various com-

municative modes into consideration 

to analyze how they work together to 

create a complete discourse or com-

municative event. 

1. Representation can either be 

narrative, presenting unfolding actions 

and events, processes of change, tran-

sitory spatial arrangements, or con-

ceptual, representing participants in 

terms of their class, structure or mean-

ing. 

2. Interactive meaning is about the 

relationships among the three compo-

nents of an image: the designer, the 

participant, and the viewer. It can be 

realized by four major factors: contact, 

distance, attitude and modality, which 

can work together to create complex 

and subtle relations between the 

viewer and the participant. 

3. Composition relates the repre-

sentational and interactive meanings 

of the image to each other through 

three interrelated systems: infor-

mation value, salience, and framing. 

(4) 

 

Figure 1: The two logos used in this MDA modality. (A) The logo about 
Lanzhou tourism was released in 2012. Lanzhou is one of the most im-
portant cities on the ancient silk road and the unique provincial capital city 
in China through which the Yellow River is running, and “Dunhuang 
Feitian” is one of the major symbols of Gansu province even the north-
west China. The images of the Yellow River in a zigzag form and the two 
flying “Dunhuang Feitian” in the logo form an ensemble image of the Chi-

nese character “兰” (Lan). On the images of the Yellow River, there is 

some typical design of Ma Jia Yao culture representing the ancient boom-
ing culture of Yellow River watershed, and the color of the background rep-
resents the loess plateau of the North-west China. The lingual parts in-
clude two points: Lanzhou Tour; Lanzhou as the Center of Tour in North-
west China. Available from: http://www.linbang0769.com/60/n-256.html. 
Last accessed date: December 14, 2013. (B) The logo about the image of 
Lanzhou city was released in 2013. The Yellow River Mother Sculpture is 
one of the most typical and representative symbols of Lanzhou city, and its 
image is the center of the logo; the design of Ma Jia Yao culture gives 
prominence to the characteristics of the culture of Yellow River watershed; 
the three stripes (in blue, orange and green respectively) symbolize the 
blue sky, the Yellow River and the loess plateau, and the green mountains 
of Lanzhou region respectively. The lingual parts means Lanzhou China is 
the city of the Yellow River. Available from: 
http://www.gs.xinhuanet.com/news/2013-05/24/c_115888461.htm. Last 
accessed date: December 14, 2013. 

http://www.bonoi.org/
http://www.linbang0769.com/60/n-256.html
http://www.gs.xinhuanet.com/news/2013-05/24/c_115888461.htm
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The MDA of visual grammar pro-

vides theoretical foundation and study 

method for the present modality anal-

ysis, in which a descriptive-analytical 

method is adopted. 

DISCUSSION 

To conduct propaganda of Lanzhou 

tourism and the city, the local admin-

istration adopts various approaches 

including the above vivid logos, 

which present the typical information 

in a general way to help viewers in-

stantly know the general characteris-

tics, charm and representatives of the 

city. 

Representational Meaning 

In the representational analysis, Kress 

and van Leeuwen draw into the con-

cept of “vector” to distinguish narra-

tive and conceptual representations. In 

the narrative pattern, participants are 

connected by a vector or vectors and 

represented as doing something to or 

for each other, while the conceptual 

pattern represents participants in 

terms of their generalized, more or 

less stable and timeless essence (4). 

In the first logo, the typical imag-

es include the Yellow River in a zig-

zag form and two “Dunhuang Feitian” 

constituting an ensemble image of the 

Chinese character “兰”. One Feitian’s 

arm and the Yellow River intercross 

to form the most obvious vector, and 

the ribbons of Feitian also form vec-

tors. The vectors indicate a narrative 

representation, which presents unfold-

ing actions or events about the city 

tourism and transitory spatial ar-

rangements. It could be understood as 

an invitation to this wonderful city 

through which the Yellow River is 

running and as an implication that 

there is something amazing and 

unique in this region of the loess plat-

eau. At the same time, the ensemble 

image “兰”, the Chinese characters 

“兰州”,  the seal with the characters 

“旅游” and the English words “Lan-

zhou” and “tour” distinguish the logo 

as a conceptual representation as well. 

In addition, there are other conceptual 

elements such as the flowing Yellow 

River with the typical design of Ma 

Jia Yao culture representing the an-

cient booming culture of Yellow Riv-

er watershed, the flying Feitian with 

fluttering ribbons and the bright yel-

low background representing the loess 

plateau. All these elements make up 

the main portion of the whole logo 

and interconnect with each other in a 

classificatory, analytical and symbolic 

way, making the logo full of dynam-

ics, hope, enthusiasm and delight and 

highlighting the exact topic and mean-

ing of the logo. Therefore, the logo is 

very typical and appropriate to present 

the information of Lanzhou city and 

tourism in northwest China. 

The second logo is conceptual 

without vectors. The main images of 

concept include the Yellow River, 

blue sky, green land, the words in 

both languages and the Yellow River 

Mother Sculpture. There also exists an 

ensemble Chinese character “ 兰 ”. 

Three aspects of the conceptual mean-

ing are involved — classificatory: all 

the above elements are subordinate to 

the concept “Lanzhou City” or “Lan-

zhou Tourism”; analytical: each of the 

elements is the possessive attribute, 

and the ensemble image “兰 ”, the 

character “兰州” and the words “Lan-

zhou” are the carriers; symbolical: the 

Yellow River Mother Sculpture is the 

center of the logo and one of the most 

typical and representative symbols of 

the city, the design of Ma Jia Yao cul-

ture gives prominence to the charac-

teristics of the culture of Yellow River 

watershed, the blue sky and green 

land show that excellent environment 

is always the beautiful dream that lo-

cal people have been trying to fulfill 

with unremitting efforts, and the three 

stripes (in blue, orange and green re-

spectively) symbolize the blue sky, 

the Yellow River and the loess plateau, 

and the green mountains of Lanzhou 

respectively. So this logo also shows 

the landforms and the characteristics 

of the city and fulfills the goal of 

propagandizing effectively. 

Interactive Meaning 

Contact 

When the participant looks directly at 

the viewer, or there are eye contacts 

between them, it is “demand” image; 

when there is no eye contact, “offer” 

image (4). 

In both logos, the participant is 

not a living human but quasi-human, 

there is no eye contact between the 

participant and potential viewer, and it 

is taken as an imaginary “contact”, 

that is, personal relationship between 

the participant and the viewer does 

not exist. These images are “offer”, 

only expressing the meaning of in-

formation that provides potential 

viewer with very general and brief but 

representative characteristics, symbols 

and other information about Lanzhou. 

The verbal mode also “offers” the 

similar information. 

Distance 

There are six types of distance be-

tween the participant and the viewer: 

intimate distance, close personal dis-

tance, long personal distance, close 

social distance, long social distance 

(the whole person shown, and sur-

rounded by space) and public social 

distance. The different types are the 

standards for judging the distance be-

tween the participant and the viewer 

in an image (4). 

In the logos, the whole bodies of 

Feitian and the Yellow River Mother 

Sculpture are shown and surrounded 

by space, reflecting the long social 

distance between the participant and 

the viewer, which indicates that the 

viewer need to learn about this city 

better and more thoroughly. It is the 

case especially for nonlocals, for 

many of them virtually have some 

misunderstandings and wrong ideas 

about the city. Attracted by the logos 

and the transmitted information, peo-

ple would like to visit Lanzhou and 

northwest China, which is the propa-

ganda aim of the logos. Even some 

local people do not know and under-

stand the city, its culture and its char-

acteristics well, so they could be also 

attracted by the logos and would like 

to learn more about their city. 

Attitude 
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Attitude is used to analyze the repre-

sentation of a subjective image, and 

perspective is the way in which imag-

es bring about relationships between 

represented participant and the viewer. 

Horizontal perspective includes 

frontal angle which makes the viewer 

feel that he or she is experiencing the 

image personally or feels what the 

participant feels and oblique angle 

which conveys a message that the 

viewer as a bystander holds an indif-

ferent and unconcerned attitude. On 

the other hand, vertical perspective 

involves a view angle of looking 

down, which represents a forceful 

position the viewer stands, a view an-

gle of looking up, which shows a 

forceful position of the participant, 

and a straight angle which suggests a 

relatively equal relationship between 

the participant and the viewer (4). 

From horizontal perspective, both 

of the logos have a frontal angle 

which shows involvement, that is, the 

viewer is “involved” with the repre-

sented participants, what the viewer 

sees in the logos is part of the world 

we are involved in, the viewer could 

feel that he or she is experiencing the 

image personally or feels what the 

participant feels, and the viewer could 

enjoy and appreciate the beautiful 

scenery and culture such as the Yel-

low River running through the city, 

the characteristics of the landforms, 

and rich culture represented in Feitian 

and so on when visiting Lanzhou or 

being in the region. 

From vertical perspective, two 

logos show different interactive mean-

ings. In the first logo, the viewer has a 

view angle of looking up at the repre-

sented participants Feitian, which 

shows a forceful position of the par-

ticipant over the viewer. Feitian, fly-

ing in the sky and serving or praising 

the Buddha and other gods, do not 

belong to earthly world and have a 

forceful position in the aspect of art, 

culture or religion. When visitors go 

to Dunhuang, they would also look up 

at the Feitian in the murals on the wall 

or vault. In addition, the Yellow River 

is at eye level, which is a straight an-

gle and suggests a relatively equal 

relationship, that is, the river running 

through the city is very close and 

common to people. In the second logo, 

the sculpture is at eye level and the 

viewer has a straight angle, which 

suggests a relatively equal relation-

ship between them. When visiting the 

city and appreciating the Yellow Riv-

er Mother Sculpture, which is one of 

the landmarks of the city and connotes 

that the Yellow River has nourished 

generations of Chinese people, visi-

tors would like to look at it closely 

and take photos with it, and this 

shows equal relationship between the 

participant and the viewer. 

Modality 

There are eight markers of visual mo-

dality, color saturation, color differen-

tiation, color modulation, contextual-

ization, representation, depth, illumi-

nation and brightness. Each of these 

dimensions can be seen as a scale of 

high, medium or low sensory modali-

ty (4). 

For the first logo, the hue of image 

and the background from brown to 

yellowish is lowly saturated, the black 

words and characters are of lowest 

saturation, and the red seal is of high 

saturation; the color differentiation is 

not very obvious, but the degree of 

color modulation is high. For the se-

cond logo, the bright colors of blue, 

yellow and green make it highly satu-

rated, while the white image of the 

Yellow River Mother Sculpture, the 

black words and the characters are 

absent of color; the color differentia-

tion is very obvious with high degree 

of color modulation. On the other 

hand, the logos have medium contex-

tualization scale with an articulated 

but not very detailed background of 

the Yellow River, the yellow land and 

the sky in bright light. The detail of 

representation is reduced and ab-

stracted to much lesser and coarse 

degree, and the texture is also omitted 

altogether - the Yellow River, Feitian 

and the Sculpture are then represented 

merely by the lines that trace the con-

tour with plain flat mono-color, and 

other elements are presented just by 

stripes in different colors in the se-

cond logo. As for depth, the first logo, 

with the zigzag Yellow River below, 

the bigger Feitian above and the 

smaller Feitian in the distance is per-

spective and has comparatively high 

modality, while the second logo is not 

perspective. As for illumination, there 

is very low scale of shadows and light 

in the first logo (lowly illuminated), 

and there is not any in the second one 

(abstracted from illumination). Finally, 

brightness values can also contrast to 

a greater or lesser degree: in the first 

logo, there is a range of yellow hue 

from dark brown to yellowish even 

pale yellow, which is of high scale of 

brightness; in the second logo, there is 

no scale of brightness. Above all, the 

logos have medium sensory modality 

generally, but the modality of the first 

one is much higher than the second 

one. 

Compositional Meaning Analy-
sis 

Information Value 

Information value refers to the place-

ment of elements that endows them 

with the specific informational values 

attached to the various “zones” of the 

image: left and right, top and bottom 

(the ideal and the real), center and 

margin (nucleus and subservience) (4). 

In the first logo, Feitian is placed 

on the top as the ideal, and the image 

of Yellow River is placed at the bot-

tom as the real. The character “Lan-

zhou Tour” and the ensemble image 

of “兰” are presented in the center as 

the nucleus of the information; other 

elements are in some sense subservi-

ent. In the second logo, the Sculpture 

and the characters “中国兰州” are 

presented in the center as the nucleus 

of the propaganda, while other ele-

ments are presented as margin or 

background. In both logos, there are 

similar valuation between the image 

and the verbal mode to present the 

similar valuation. 

Salience 

Salience is realized by such factors as 

placement in the foreground or back-

ground, relative size, contrasts in to-

nal value (or color), differences in 

sharpness, etc. to attract the viewer’s 

attention to different degrees (4). 
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In the first logo, the image of 

Feitian, the river, the ensemble image 

“兰”, the big character “兰州” and the 

red seal “旅游” are most salient with 

big size, sharpness of focus and obvi-

ous color contrasts. Both of the two 

elements Feitian and the Yellow River 

placed in the foreground are potent 

cultural and regional symbols and rep-

resentative. In the second logo, the 

Sculpture and the characters “中国兰

州” are placed in the foreground with 

relative big size and most salient. As 

for the general salience on the page, 

the image is of higher salience with 

more than half percentage of the logos. 

These most salient elements are the 

most eye-catching in the composition, 

not just because they are placed in the 

foreground and form the biggest ele-

ments in the pictures but also because 

they are in sharper focus and present 

the major topic and meaning of the 

logos. 

Framing 

Framing refers to the presence or ab-

sence of framing devices (realized by 

elements which create dividing lines, 

or by actual frame lines) that discon-

nect or connect elements of the image, 

signifying that they belong or do not 

belong together in some sense (4). 

In the first logo, there is media-

degree-connection between the image 

elements. Two zigzag lines that form 

the edges of the Yellow River run 

through the middle of the picture, and 

one line is also crossed with one 

Feitian’s arm to show the connection. 

The blurred line between the image 

part and the verbal part also show the 

close connection, and the word “在” 

and “Lanzhou Tour” are connected 

closely by the image. The image of 

“Feitian”, the Yellow River, and the 

word “Lanzhou” makes up the major 

framing of elements. In the second 

logo, three stripes in different colors 

form lines, broken lines or shared 

lines to show not only the differences 

of the elements but also the connec-

tions between them, thus creating a 

comprehensive meaning of the logos. 

CONCLUSION 

The two logos about Lanzhou are 

composed of different modes such as 

vivid visuals which are the symbols or 

representatives of the city and very 

brief verbals which focus on the topic 

and the propaganda to correspond to 

the characteristics and ultimate goals 

of propaganda of logos. The multi-

modal discourse analysis of logos 

overcomes the limitations of mono-

lingual methods which ignores the 

interaction of different semiotic 

modes and provides a more effective 

way to create and understand the 

meaning of such city logos. Accord-

ing to the analysis, we could see mul-

timodality is an effective way to pre-

sent information about the characteris-

tics of a city in meaning-making pro-

cess of logos. Through the interaction 

of these different semiotic elements, 

the logos express much more abun-

dant information than separate ones. 

In addition, based on the above analy-

sis, we could also see the first logo is 

relatively more vivid, informative and 

dynamic than the second one.■ 

Author Contributions 

The paper is written by Junbang He. Pro-
fessor Shunliang Shi is the tutor who of-
fers very earnest tutorial instruction in the 
work. 

Abbreviations 

MDA: Multimodal Discourse Analysis 

Conflict of Interests 

None 

References 
1. Li Z. Social semiotic approach to mul-

timodal discourse. Foreign Lang Res 
2003; 5:1-8. 

2. O’Toole. M. The Language of dis-
played art. London: Leicester Universi-
ty Press, 1994. 

3. Kress G.T. van Leeuwen T. Reading 
Images: the grammar of visual design. 
London: Routledge, 1996. 

4. Hu Z. Multimodalization in social semi-
otics. Lang Teach Ling Stud 2007;1:1-
10. 

5. Zhu Y. Theory and methodology of 
multimodal discourse analysis. Foreign 
Lang Res 2007; 5:82-6. 

6. Chen Y, Wang H. Ideational meaning 
of image and text-image relations. J 
Ningbo Univ (Education Edition) 
2008;1:124-9. 

7. Zhang W. Multimodal discourse analy-
sis from the perspective of social se-
miotics. J Northeast Norm Univ (Philos 
Soc Sci) 2012;2:224-5. 

8. Hu J, Zeng L. Constructing semiotics 
in multimodel discourse: a study of ac-
ademic speech presentation. Foreign 
Lang Their Teach 2007;3:12-5. 

9. Qiao Y. A multimodal analysis to a 
movie poster-“Slumdog Millionaire”, 
the Biggest Winner at 81st Oscar. Lit-
eratures (Lang Res) 2010; 8:144-6. 

10. Zeng F. A Study of image-text rela-
tions and their patterns in multimodal 
text:comments on three theories of im-
age-text relations. J Sichuan Int Stud 
Univ 2010;4:60-4. 

11. Wang J. A case study of visual 
semiosis by multimodal critical dis-
course analysis. J Int Commun 
2012;4:51-6. 

12. Wang L. A Study about a baidu logo 
based on multimodal discourse analy-
sis. J Panzhihua Univ 2011;28:76-8. 

13. Zhang S. A comparative multimodal 
analysis of a foreign enterprise logo 
and a domestic enterprise logo. North 
Liter 2010;7:96-7.■

 

http://www.bonoi.org


 

FORTHCOMING ISSUE 
29 JANUARY 2014 



 

LLLooovvveee   ttthhheee   WWWaaavvveee   
LLLooovvveee   ttthhheee   EEEaaarrrttthhh   



Science INSIGHTS® 

ISSN: 2329-5856                           www.bonoi.org 

AUTHOR GUIDE 
About The Journal 
Science INSIGHTS

®
 is the official journal of The Bonoi 

Academy of Science and Education (BASE). Science 
INSIGHTS

® 
focuses on general science that includes all the 

aspects of the field related to science (see full list of 
publication fields below). Science INSIGHTS

®
 has a 

three-stage review system on which the manuscript will be 
reviewed first by the executive Editor-in-Chief, and then it 
will be forwarded to the in-house professional editors for 
screening, and finally it will be sent out for peer review. 
During the second stage, the manuscript may be encoun-
tered rejection or even be accepted for publication without 
further peer review depending on the critical checking by 
our in-house editors. The peer review process for the 
Journal is generally two weeks, so any submissions to 
Science INSIGHTS

®
 can get the final decision within one 

month. The basic criteria for considering submissions are 
whether the manuscript is clearly written in English, and 
whether the idea is presented concisely, and whether it is 
readable to non-professionals. Special criteria exist for 
different types of papers. 
List of Publication Fields 
Following is the full list of the fields Science IN-
SIGHTS

®
 accepting submissions for publication. 

http://www.bonoi.org/node/69 
Publication Categories 
Based on the BASE’s goal of “let science reach the far 
corner by education”, Science INSIGHTS

®
 publishes all 

categories of papers if only they are related with science or 
education. We encourage authors and readers to take 
advantage of these merits of the Journal and establish their 
own idea or theoretical system. Let Science IN-
SIGHTS

®
 endorse your thoughts and become the strong-

hold of your future. Please refer to the special requirements 
for each type of paper below: 
News: As the weekly journal, we accept news from all over 

the world that occurred in the past two weeks before it is to 
be published. News will be checked for the authenticity and 
will be published immediately without further peer review 
and also without any publication charges. The words are 
limited for News to 100-200 each with no more than three 
authors (reporters). No references are allowed. Photos or 
pictures are welcomed and encouraged. 
Editorial: This belongs to the editors with specific com-
ments or thoughts when they reviewed the manuscript and 
it will be published accompanying to the original paper. No 
peer review is required. The words limitation for Editorial is 
at least 500 with no more than five authors. It should include 
a plain summary with 50-100 words. No limitation on the 
number of references, figures and tables. 
Essay: Essay is an important part of the literatures. If you 
have some special thoughts and considerations on the 
science and education, you can write them down. This is a 
different format that differs to the Opinion below; Essay 
generally belongs to the author’s personal point of view on 
the general science and education, but not for a specific 
professional question. Tell us your point of view with this 
kind of Essay, and we will present your point to the world. 
We required the Essay be written with at least 300 words 
including a plain summary with 50-100 words. No limitation 
on the number of references, figures and tables. 
Poem: Science INSIGHTS

®
 is not only for the regular 

publications of science and education, but also for the 
aesthetics and rhythm of our surroundings. If you are 
interested in this form of literary art, write it and publish it. 
Let science and education show more enjoyable elements. 
No limitation on the count of words for Poem with maximum 
of 3 authors. No peer review is needed for Poem. 
Journal Club: Journal Club means a group of individuals 
who meet regularly to critically evaluate recent articles in 
scientific literatures. In general, Journal Club is written by 
students including undergraduates and postgraduates, and 
postdoctoral fellows. Science INSIGHTS

®
 welcomes 

Journal Club that criticizes any kinds of papers published in 
any internationally-circulated English-edited journals in the 
past three months before it is to be published. Do not forget 
citing the article you criticized in your Journal Club submis-
sion. In-house review will be given, but the send-out peer 
review is not required. A maximum of 10 authors can be 
listed. A plain summary with 50-100 words is required. The 
words limitation on the text is at least 500. No limitation on 
the number of references, figures and tables.  
Letters: A huge number of papers are published every day. 
If you have some different ideas or personal points on one 
paper, you can write us with a letter and describe your 
thoughts clearly. We will take into consideration of it for 
publication without peer-review process. No matter the 
paper comes from which journal, you can letter us only if it 
was published in the past three months before it is to be 
accepted for publication. The Letters will be forwarded to 
the original authors for responses. Please remember citing 
the original paper in your Letters. A total of 7 authors are the 
maximum for the Letters. The words limitation on the text is 
at least 200. No limitation on the number of references, 
figures and tables. No publication fee is required.  
Comments: Comments on others’ publication means you 
have different or similar thoughts on the same topic. You 
need give an in-depth analysis with robust evidence upon 
your points. An in-house assessment will be given. Please 
citing the paper you are commenting on. You can write a 
comment on any papers published in any international-
ly-circulated English-edited journals in the past three 
months. A plain summary with 50-100 words is required. 
The text should be at least 1,000 words with a minimum of 
10 references. Figures and tables are welcomed.  
Perspectives: This is a specific type of paper written with 
foreseeing style. It gives readers an overall impression with 
impressive in-depth presentation. It generally inspires new 
ideas or even novel thoughts. Sometimes it raises new 
questions with the potential to change the world. Even if you 
think it is strange for others, but it may be just the thing, the 
very thing we wanted. Merely the in-house review will be 
given for this type of paper. A plain summary with 100-200 
words is required. No limitation on the count of words in the 
text, and on the number of references, figures and tables.  
Opinion: This is not the same as the Perspectives, Opinion 
means you speak out your thoughts on the bases of 
currently available evidence. But sometimes, you do not 
need provide solid evidence, but just show you opinion to 

everything – science, education, society, politics, economy 
and future etc. if you have some special opinions, please 
write us Opinion with at least 300 words accompanied with 
a round 50-100 words plain summary. It will be reviewed by 
our in-house editors. No limitation on the references, figures 
and tables.  
Picture Station: Science INSIGHTS

®
 publishes pictures 

considered as the important snapshots of the science or 
education. If you are a drawing-lover, you can draw pencil 
sketches and cartoons for the Journal to reflect the contents 
of science or education. A descriptive caption and a 
detailed legend with a minimum of 100 words are required. 
Author information should be provided in detail with a 
short-paragraph introduction. 
Feature of Life: We every day have different life experi-
ence, and also have different stories. If you think yours are 
associated with science or education, you can tell us, and 
we will tell them to the world. Feature of Life is special 
column for Science INSIGHTS

®
, from which we highlight 

our everyday life with marks of science and education. Also, 
if you are a story-lover, you can write us yours and even 
others you think it is interesting enough for the world. A total 
of 3,000 words you can use, and 5 authors can be listed. 
Photos and pictures are welcomed. 
Abstract or Meeting Abstracts: To reach the goal of 
spreading science to the far corner of the world, we 
encourage authors report their findings via presenting them 
in a short format - abstract. Meanwhile, Science IN-
SIGHTS® accepts meeting abstracts submission. A total of 
400 words are allowed for each abstract, and a maximal of 
5 graphics and tables, and 10 references can be accompa-
nied. No limitation there on the author number. All submit-
ted abstracts should be structured as Background, Objec-
tive, Methods, Results, and Conclusion. 
Scientist On-Spot: Science INSIGHTS® reports and 
introduces scientists to the world. Please tell us the stories 
of scientists you think is worthy being known by the world. 
This is also a means for better understanding and commu-
nication among scientists. Please provide a picture of the 
scientist you introduced. No limitation there on the word 
count. 
Educator On-Spot: As the goal of the BASE: let science 
reach the far corner by education. We also tell the world 
your stories if you are an educator. Write us no matter you 
are working for kids, or youths, or college students, or adult 
students. Please provide a picture of the educator you 
introduced. No limitation there on the word count. 
Hypothesis: If you have new idea, but you cannot test it 
due to the limitations of time, efforts and finances, so you 
can write us Hypothesis. Tell us the background, why you 
think it is essential, the hypothesis, how to test it, and what 
methods you think are needed when testing it. One 
hypothesis should be focused on just one topic. A para-
graph summary with 100-200 words is required. The 
Hypothesis will be reviewed by the in-house editors only. 
No limitation on the count of words in the text, and on the 
number of references, figures and tables. 
Review: In this so-called information times, we face billions 
of information every second. We need try our best to figure 
out the useful but rule out the useless. Yes, Review can 
help us save time in this process. If you are expertise in 
your field or you are familiar with what you are doing, you 
can collect corresponding information and write us Review. 
Review paper can be mini, comprehensive and systematic. 
Meta-analysis is also included in this type of paper. The 
three-stage review will work on this type of paper. A 
paragraph summary with 150-350 words is required. No 
limitation on the count of words in the text, and on the 
number of references, figures and tables. 
Mini-Reports: This is the novel type of our publication 
introduced to provide a rapid and efficient communication 
among researchers or educators. You don't need write too 
many words for this kind of manuscript. The minimal 
requirement for the text words is 300 usually composed of 
three paragraphs - one for introduction, one for methods 
and results, and one for discussion. Two figures and two 
tables are permitted for mini-reports. No limitation on the 
references. Oops, do not forget the summary with at least 
100 words. 
Reports: You can report your findings without subtitles; just 
describe it with one kind of formation from the beginning to 
the end. This is the good thing for some people, but not yet 
for others. If you are good at writing descriptive papers, you 
can use this formation as your data presenter. It will be 
assessed by our three-stage review system. A paragraph 
summary with 100-200 words is required. No limitation on 
the count of words in the text, and on the number of 
references, figures and tables.  
Short Communication: If you do not have too much data, 
you can write us the Short Communication, in which the 
paper is divided into five major parts: introduction, materials 
and methods, results, discussion and references. This type 
of paper will be assessed by our three-stage review system. 
The abstract should be structured into: objective, methods, 
results and conclusions. The words limitation for the 
abstract is no more than 250. A total of 5,000 words for the 
text is the maximum (not including the references). The total 
number of the figures and tables for Short Communication 
is 10. No limitation on the number of references. 
Article: Unlike the Short Communication, Article is defined 
with over 5,000 words for the text (not including the 
references). The body of the Article is composed of five 
parts: introduction, materials and methods, results, discus-
sion and references. Article will be assessed by the 
three-stage review system. The abstract should be struc-
tured into: background, objective, methods, results and 
conclusions. The words limitation for the abstract is 200-350. 
No limitation on the number of references, figures and 
tables. 
Book Review: We publish Book Review for authors or 
publisher to spread the contents of the book contains. A 
minimum of 100 words are needed for the overall introduc-
tion of the book. Authors’ information, publisher, publication 
year and prices if have. 
Cover – SI: In general, Science INSIGHTS

®
 chooses her 

cover for each issue from the would-be publications, but we 
also accept submissions for the Cover-SI. If you are 
interested in, please submit us the cover arts with some 50 
words legend. Your name, affiliation and email will be 

shown accompanying to the Cover-SI. No publication fee is 
required.  
Erratum: We try the best to reduce the errors when 
publishing papers, but it is still unavoidable. So the Erratum 
is set for the purpose of correction. If your publications in 
Science INSIGHTS

®
 were found any errors, please contact 

the editorial office with email. It is our responsibility for 
publishing your work with the most precise manner. No 
publication fee is required. 
Structure and Preparation of the Manuscript 
Science INSIGHTS

®
 has her special format for manuscript 

preparation. Please refer to following guidelines before 
submitting your manuscript to the Journal. Cover Letter: All 
manuscripts need include a Cover Letter to speak their 
findings in one sentence and declare it is merely submitted 
to the Journal, and describe the conflict of interest, and all 
authors have approved for the submission. It also should 
include the information of the corresponding author(s). At 
last, the cover letter needs to be signed by the corre-
sponding author(s). Science INSIGHTS

®
 accepts the 

scanned signature. 
Title Page: The Title Page should include all the general 
information about the manuscript as follows:  
Title: With no more than 20 words, concisely reflects the 
core contents of the manuscript.  
Authors: Different categories of manuscript have different 
requirement for the number of authors, please refer to the 
above description. Science INSIGHTS

®
 allows a maximum 

of 4 authors having equal contribution to the work. Authors 
should be marked with “*, †, ‡, ¶, §, ||, ¦¦, **, ††, ‡‡, ¶¶, §§” 
in sequence. Corresponding author(s) should be labeled 
with “∆”.  
Author Affiliations: List all affiliations of the authors in 
sequence as they are appeared with the corresponding 
marks above.  
Correspondence to: Provide contact information of the 
corresponding authors including email address, telephone 
number and fax number. Science INSIGHTS

®
 allows 4 

corresponding authors from different institutes, but only 2 
corresponding authors from the same institute.  
Running Head: Please provide a short title with no more 
than 6 words.  
Funding: If the work was supported by any kinds of 
financial sources, please provide detailed information on 
these providers with the reference IDs.  
Conflict of Interests: A declaration on the conflict of 
interests is required on the title page. Besides, you need 
sign the Conflict of Interests form and submitted it accom-
panying to your submission.  
Acknowledgements: Type your acknowledgements on the 
Title Page if you have. Do not follow it at the end of the 
discussion.  
Author Contributions: Give a detailed description on each 
author’s contribution to the work.  
Abbreviations: Please list all the abbreviations appeared in 
the paper like “CNS: central nervous system” with only one 
each line.  
Keywords: Science INSIGHTS

®
 requires 3-8 keywords for 

each paper. Only the Hypothesis, Review, Reports, Short 
Communication, and Article are required to provide 
keywords.  
Metadata: You need provide the words count of the 
abstract or summary, body text; and the number of refer-
ences, figures, color figures, and tables. 
Abstract or Summary: Science INSIGHTS

®
 has different 

requirements on the summary of different types of papers, 
so please refer to above-mentioned publication categories 
for the type-specific information on this section. 
Introduction: This is specifically for the Hypothesis, 
Review, Reports, Short Communication, and Article. All 
these types of paper are needed start with an introduction 
with less than 1,000 words. In this section, generally an 
overall background of the work, and reasons why you did 
that work, and questions you tested should be presented. 
Please follow the special format for each type of paper.  
Materials and Methods: For the Short Communication and 
Article, you need provide repeatable methods you per-
formed and available tools or materials you used in your 
work. No limitation on the words count in this part, but you 
still need consider the total limitation of the words for the 
Short Communication (less than 5,000).  
Results: This is also the specific feature for the Short 
Communication and Article. Keep in mind do not repeat 
your results with description that will be depicted in the 
figures or tables. Describe you data concisely with readable 
manner.  
Discussion: Especially for the Short Communication and 
Article too, please discuss you work on each point only if 
you think it is necessary. Discussion is not always the 
longer the better. Science INSIGHTS

®
 requires the authors 

present their work with readable format.  
References: Science INSIGHTS

®
 has her special require-

ments on the references. Taking into consideration of the 
copyright and efforts the authors made, the Journal requires 
list all the authors of the reference. The references should 
be appeared in sequence in Arabic number in parentheses 
like “(1)” in the text. Please format your references as 
following examples:  
Published journal article: 
Samaan Z, Mbuagbaw L, Kosa D, Debono VB, Dillenburg R, 
Zhang S, Fruci V, Dennis B, Bawor M, Thabane L. A 
systematic scoping review of adherence to reporting 
guidelines in health care literature. J Multidiscip Healthc 
2013; 6:169-88. 
Journal online ahead publication: 
Stevenson JR, Villoria N, Byerlee D, Kelley T, Maredia M. 
Green Revolution research saved an estimated 18 to 27 
million hectares from being brought into agricultural 
production. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 2013; In press. 
Web reference: 
Shine on: photos of dazzling mineral specimens. Last 
accessible date: May 15, 2013. Available from: 
http://www.livescience.com/31960-photos-dazzling-mineral
s.html 
Book chapter: 
Daniel N. Miller and Raymond A. de Callafon. Identification 
of linear, discrete-time filters via realization. Linear Algebra - 
Theorems and Applications. Yasser H (Ed.), ISBN: 
978-953-51-0669-2, InTech. 2012; pp1-26. 
Meeting abstract: 

Toro L, Singh H, Stefani E, Bopassa JC. NS1619-induced 
cardioprotection against ischemia reperfusion injury is lost 
after kcnma1 gene ablation (Abstract). A154, ASA 2012 
Annual Meeting, Washington DC. 
Figure Legend: Please provide a detailed Figure Legend 
on each figure. It should include a brief methods introduc-
tion from which you got your data, and statistical P values. 
In each figure, the symbols should be used as follows in 
sequence as it is needed: *, †, ‡, ¶, §, ||, ¦¦, **, ††, ‡‡, ¶¶, §§. 
In addition, the abbreviations appeared in the figure should 
be spelt out at the end of the legend.  
Graphics 
All figures must be high enough in definition. To maintain 
high quality of the publication, Science INSIGHTS

®
 will ask 

the authors for providing the data for redrawing the figures 
as the Journal’s uniform style. We encourage color figures 
in the papers. No additional payment is required for the 
color figures. Some specific graphics will be redrawn by our 
professional illustrators, and the drawn-works will be signed 
by the illustrators for the copyright purpose.  
Statistics 
Except for it is a special study category, statistical analyses 
should be reported if applicable. Which software you used 
with what versions, and what kinds of methods you 
consulted, and what a P value you set. Our expert statisti-
cians will review the statistical analyses before the paper is 
considered for publication.  
Submission 
Science INSIGHTS

®
 accepts submissions through 

following means: 
Submission System: To simplify the submission process-
es, Science INSIGHTS

® 
designed her own submission 

system that makes the manuscript submission so fun and 
so easy. We have only two steps for all submission. No 
registration is needed. Fill out the form using our submis-
sion system and then upload you manuscript(s) and/or 
graphic files. All these will be done on one screen, and then 
review the information followed by submit click. OK, now, 
click the button below and enjoy the submission. Please 
note, this system is only for original submission or 
re-submission that was rejected after the 1st round 
peer review. 
Revision Submission System: For revised manuscript, we 
designed a more easier-to-be-understood system. Please 
press the button below and submit your revision to us. If it is 
not a revision, please use the Submission System above. 
Email: We suggest you to use our online submission 
system, but If you cannot access to the system from 
technological issues, please submit you manuscript(s) to 
the Journal via the email Editor-in-Chief@bonoi.org as the 
attachment. 
Publication Charges  
As the official journal of the BASE, Science IN-
SIGHTS

®
 requires the authors pay for the publication in part 

(30-50%) for the circulation and processing maintenance 
once the manuscript accepted for publication. Based on this 
charge, the paper published in the Journal will be available 
freely (open access) once it was published. Also the 
payment would be different for the authors from different 
countries, please refer to the full list of the Country Rate 
below.  
Notes: The values are the United States Dollars ($, USD) 
Country Rate 
Science INSIGHTS

®
 charges the authors based on the 

latest reports by The World Bank. Its main criterion for 
classifying economies is the gross national income (GNI) 
per capita which is similar to but not the same as the gross 
domestic product (GDP). Based on its GNI per capita, every 
economy is classified as low income, lower-middle income, 
upper-middle income, or high income. 
Low income: $1,025 or less; (1st-type countries) 
Lower-middle income: $1,026 - $4,035; (2nd-type countries) 
Upper-middle income: $4,036 - $12,475; (3rd-type coun-
tries) 
High income: $12,476 or more. (4th-type countries) 
http://www.bonoi.org/node/75 
Conflict of Interests 
All manuscript submissions are required to submit the 
signed Conflict of Interests (.doc, .pdf) form during submis-
sion, or using online system: 
http://basehq.org/machform/view.php?id=16631. 
Copyright 
The authors of Science INSIGHTS

®
 have two choices for 

the copyright of their published paper. The first is they can 
transfer the copyright to Science INSIGHTS

®
, so the 

Permission from the Journal is needed if the paper or some 
parts of the paper is needed to be spread, advertized, 
propagated, republished, reprinted, or changed. The illegal 
or business use of the paper will sue claims. Once trans-
ferred, the paper will be marked with “PC”, i.e. publisher 
copyright. The second choice for the authors is that they 
can keep the copyright of the paper, but under this situation, 
they need pay $2,000 (USD) for the copyright keeping, and 
once kept, all rights will be belong to the authors. Therefore, 
NO permission from the Journal is needed. Once kept, the 
paper will be marked with “AC”, i.e. author copyright. No 
matter which choice the authors finally decided, the 
Copyright Transfer or Keeping Agreement (.doc, .pdf) 
should be signed before publication. Once the transfer 
agreement is signed, the authors need pay $3,000 (USD) if 
they want to redeem the copyright. If the Journal did not get 
the signed copyright form before the assigned publication 
date, the Journal will keep all rights and the authors cannot 
redeem the copyright any more. We recommend you use 
online system: 
http://basehq.org/machform/view.php?id=17072. 
Permission 
If a PC-marked paper or some contents of a PC-marked 
paper was needed to be reprinted or for some other 
non-illegal and non-business purposes, the permission for 
use application is needed for the users. As thus the 
Permission Form (.doc, .pdf) should be filled, scanned and 
emailed to the editorial office. After reviewed and signed by 
the Journal, the form will be returned to the applicants. No 
payment is required for the permission application and 
other-place use. Online system is recommended for 
permission request: 
http://basehq.org/machform/view.php?id=17937

 

http://www.bonoi.org/node/69
http://www.livescience.com/31960-photos-dazzling-minerals.html
http://www.livescience.com/31960-photos-dazzling-minerals.html
http://basehq.org/machform/view.php?id=10599
http://www.basehq.org/machform/view.php?id=15476
http://www.basehq.org/machform/view.php?id=10599
mailto:Editor-in-Chief@bonoi.org
http://www.bonoi.org/node/75
http://www.bonoi.org/sites/default/files/files/Conflict%20of%20Interests.doc
http://www.bonoi.org/sites/default/files/files/Conflict%20of%20Interests.pdf
http://basehq.org/machform/view.php?id=16631
http://www.bonoi.org/sites/default/files/files/Copyright%20Transfer%20or%20Keeping%20Agreement.doc
http://www.bonoi.org/sites/default/files/files/Copyright%20Transfer%20or%20Keeping%20Agreement.pdf
http://basehq.org/machform/view.php?id=17072
http://www.bonoi.org/sites/default/files/files/Permission%20Form.doc
http://www.bonoi.org/sites/default/files/files/Permission%20Form.pdf
http://basehq.org/machform/view.php?id=17937


 

WHO CARES OUR EARTH? 
…… 

 


	Cover-12January2014
	Non-commercial ad
	Editors
	Contents-12January2014
	Science Insights Submission
	News-12January2014
	BASE Membership
	Editor'sChoice-12January2014
	PictureStation-12January2014
	BASE Subcommittee
	ShortCommunication-12January2014
	Cover page
	Short Communication-12 January 2014

	Forthcoming issue-29 Jan 2014
	Non-commercial ad2
	ForAuthors
	Care earth

